
Canvas
Learning Management

Understanding the Parent and Student Sides 



Canvas Parent Side – What is it?

• See your child’s individual classes
• Learn about their teachers
• What your child will learn (curriculum)
• Links to resources

• See your child’s grade level course (team information)

• Calendar

• Announcements

• NO grades (that is only for middle/high school)
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Canvas – How do parents find it?

www.hcpss.org/connect 

2Tip: Students access Canvas through a different website: 
https://hcpss.me 

http://www.hcpss.org/connect
https://hcpss.me


General Navigation

Features of importance: 

• Account- where you can update your notifications- get 
an email, text message etc. 

• Courses- allows you to navigate into  a specific course 
to view homepages, assignment details announcements 
etc. 

• The Calendar will have upcoming assignments and 
possible upcoming events

• The Inbox allows you to email your student’s teachers  
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Set your notifications preferences:

Notifications can alert you by email and, if you chose, by text message.

Please visit this Canvas Parent Notification page to learn more: 
https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495/pages/parents-notifications
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Notification Icons:

https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495/pages/parents-notifications


Canvas – How do I learn more?

1. Go to https://www.hcpss.org/connect/guides/

2. Visit Canvas Orientation course

3. Watch the videos

4. View guides
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https://www.hcpss.org/connect/guides/


Need Help?
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Canvas Student Side – What is it?

• Way for students to receive and send learning information
• Students will have courses for the classes they are enrolled in.  

Some classes may be: Grade Level Course, ELA, Math, Related 
Arts, Band, Strings, and GT

• eLearning information will come from these courses
• Way for students to communicate with teachers
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Canvas – How do students find it?
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Visit: https://hcpss.me Students enter their username and 
password.

https://hcpss.me


General Navigation

Features of importance: 

• Account- where you can see account information and 
logout

• Dashboard- the landing page where you can find a 
specific course to view homepages, assignment details 
announcements etc. 

• Courses- allows you to see courses in a list view

• The Calendar will have upcoming assignments and 
possible upcoming events

• The Inbox allows you to email your teachers  
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Dashboard 
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Locate the course you 
wish to visit and click 
on the icon. 



Course Navigation
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Use this 
navigation 

to find 
other 

resources.

Once you enter the 
course you will be on your 
homepage.  This page will 

have information for 
eLearning.  Scroll down 

on the page to find more 
information.



Logging Out

● When you finish your eLearning session, make sure you logout of your 
account.  This is especially important if you have more than one 
student or adult using the same device.

● Click on Account on the left navigation.
● Click on under your name.

Step 1 Step 2



Canvas Apps
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Students that are accessing Canvas from a mobile device,  can download the 
Canvas Student app (iOS/ Android) and use it to view information.

• iOS Student Guide
• Android Student Guide

Parents that are accessing Canvas from a mobile device,  can download the 
Canvas Parent app ( iOS or  Android)and use it to view information.

• Canvas Parent iOS Guide
• Canvas Parent Android Guide 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/canvas-student/id480883488
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.instructure.candroid&hl=en_US
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-4100#jive_content_id_Student_Only
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-4104#jive_content_id_Student_Only
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/canvas-parent/id1097996698?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.instructure.parentapp&hl=en
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-7886
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-7885


Need More Canvas Help?
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Parents and students can complete the Canvas Orientation Course to learn more.

Visit the orientation course: https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495 

https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/9495

